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Look into the heart and soul of a horse.A surprise birthday gift plunged Joe and his wife, Kathleen,

into the world of horses as complete neophytes without a clue as to what a horse needed or wanted.

They searched for logic and sense in the rule books of traditional horse care. What they found was

not what they had expected. Written for everyone who has ever loved a horse or ever loved the idea

of loving a horse, this memoir leads us on a voyage of discovery as Joe and Kathleen navigate

uncharted territory on their way to achieving a true relationship with their horses. Joe Campâ€™s

inspiring book unlocks the mystery of a majestic creature who has survived on earth, without

assistance, for fifty-five million years and teaches us that the lessons he learned apply not only to

horses but also to our relationships with people.
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A friend of mine gave me this book. I was so excited as I have always raved to her about the

magical bond between humans and horses. I have owned, trained, and loved horses for the last 30

years. Most of my experience predates the relatively newer "Natural Horsemanship" movement that

has seized the horse community. There has always been a rash of bad trainers and bad horse

people in the world who felt domination was more important than respect. I am NOT one of those

people. I myself use and implement natural horsemanship techniques every single day. I have a

very strong bond with all of my horses.The book began on a good note; the key to a successful

relationship is establishing a good strong bond. KUDOS! But then it went downhill with the author



criticizing and dismissing nearly 90% of the equine owning world. Horses should be outside 24/7...

they never need to wear shoes... they never need to be blanketed... etc... He spoke in terms of

absolutes and certainty... that those things NEVER should be done to a horse. To do them is

inhumane bordering on abusive.I have owned many horses and performed in many different fields. I

have shown, jumped, dressage, endurance trail, and pleasure. While your typical pleasure horse

that is not being worked vigorously daily probably will never need shoes, or need to be stalled (I

don't believe in stalling a horse 24 hours), or need a blanket; performance horses are a different

story. Some of my performance horses do need shoes, and in winter they do in fact need to be

blanketed to allow their body to regulate after a work out. Sometimes we even have to body clip

them so that they can cool down without catching a chill or getting muscle cramps. Leg wraps are

for their protection, not for my vanity.
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